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SEV. xxi. 8. 
But the Fearful, and Unbelieving, and Abo- 
minable, and Murtherers, aud Whoremongers, 
and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all Lyars, 
ſhall have their part in the Lake which 


burneth with Fire and Brimſtone : which is 
the Second Death. 


Lake burning with Fire and Brimſtone, and 
a Second Death Miſerable State! very 
Miſerable Men, who muſt have their Part 
in it! The Fews have a Tradition con- 
cerning Abſolom, That when he hung by the Hair of 
his Head, he had his Hands at liberty to help himſelf, 
either to tear his Hair, or break the Boughs of that 
fatal Tree; but that eſpying Hell from under him, 
gaping to devour him, he choſe rather to hang there 
ſtill, than to foreſtall one Minute in that Place of 
Torments. Though Temporary Pains are tolerable, 
Eternal ones are not. Who can dwell with Everlaſting 
Burnings ? my ; 

To recommend to you this curſory Meditation of 
them, ſhall be my preſent Buſineſs ; the Deſign 
whereof is Charitable, and not unſeaſonable. This 
Good Time did the Catholick Church ever devote to 
the Melancholy Contemplations of Hell, and Judg- 
ment ; by means of both, to fright us from our Sins, 
which do entitle us to them in this World, and will 
infallibly conſign us to them in the other. Be our 
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Vr. Hammond 
loc. 


Sins what they will, but mortal or habitual ones; 
be we Sinners of what ſize or bulk ſoever, but Im- 
penitent and Incorrigible ones, our Portion muſt be 
with thoſe Faithleſs, Perſecuting, Unclean, Idolatrous 
and Perfidious Gnoſticks, to whom St. John refers in 
my Text, and aſſures us of them, That they ſhall have 
their part in the Lake which, &c. 

From which words, I beg your ſober and hearty 
Reflections on theſe Two Obſervables. 


I. A moſt tremendous, fearful State, deſcribd to 


be, A Lake burning with Fire and Brimſtone, which is 
the Second Death. | 


II. The Perſons to whom this State or Condition 
is allotted, viz. The Fearful, and Unbelieving, and 


Abominable, and Murtherers, and Whoremongers, and 


Idolaters, and Sorcerers, and all Lyars. Prodigies 
of Men, in that they profeſsd to know God, but by 


theſe villainous Works did deny Him ! Thus did theſe | 


early Hereticks, whom St. Paul before had branded 


2 Tim. 3. Jo 
Titus 1. 16. 


with the infamous Characters of Incontinent, Trayterous, 
Heady, High-minded ; and again, Abominable, Diſobe- 
dient, and to every good work reprobate. 


I begin with the Firſt, the main Subject of our 
enſuing Diſcourſe, a State or Condition deſcribd to 
be, A Lake burning with Fire and Brimſtone, which is 
the Second Death. To the purſuance whereof, I have 
theſe Two things to premiſe : 


r. Thatto proſecute it to its full and juſt Imports, 
is impoſſible for Me, or any Other. We cannot 
imagine the Thouſandth part of what it amounts to: 
And, O God of Mercies, grant that we may never 

expe- 


2 [ 
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* 
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experience ! For if the Reward of Repentance, New 
Life, and Final Perſeverance, be no leſs than an Eter- 


val Weight of Glory, ſuch as (according to St. Paul) Cor. 2. 5. 


cannot be perceived by the Eye, nor received by the 
Ear, nor conceived by the Heart ; it Logically fol- 
lows, that the Puniſhment of the contrary Practices 
muſt bear a due proportion to it: of which we may 
averr, what the Apoſtle did of that, with the altera- 
tion but of one word, Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
neither have entred into the Heart of Man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that hate him. To 
which Things, ſo Great and Myſterious, had I but 
Affections and Expreſſions ſuitable, I could eaſily ren- 


der you, what Belſbazzar's Hand-writing againſt the Dan, 5. 6. 


Wall did him, amaz'd and confounded, your coun- 
tenance chang'd, your thoughts troubling you, the joints 
of your loius looſed, and your knees ſmiting one again(t 
another. But a juſt, perfect Repreſentation of this 
Second Death, with all its grim Circumſtances, and 
fearful Attendants, muſt not be expected from me, 
when all the tongues of Men and Angels may 
here faulter ; or, if they could ſpeak, who could 
hear ? 35 

2. That little, very little, which 1 am able to utter, 
is not deſign'd to make Shipwrack of any Soul, by 
hurrying him on the Rock of Deſpair ; but to ſcare 
Men (if poſſible) into Repentance, to affright them 
into Obedience, and a good Life; nor can we con- 
ceive any Means more effectual to confront their Im- 
pieties, to baffle their Debaucheries. When God's 
Mercies, which endure for ever, and are ſo many 
and great that nothing can be imagin'd more Infinite 
and Stupendious, unleſs our Sins ; when theſe cannot 
prevail, nor his leſſer Judgments obtain amongſt us, 

| a power- 
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Iſai. 28. 15. 


a powerful Denunciation of this heavieſt and extreme 
one may be ſucceſsful to this good and charitable 
Purpoſe; unleſs we have pre- reſolv d to run the riſque 
of it, and to be of the number of thoſe, in the Pro. 
phet, who have made à covenant with death, and are 
at an agreement with hell. Twas an Aphoriſm of 
Hippocrates, that famous Phyſician, Quod medicamen- 
tum non ſanat, ferrum ſanat, quod ferrum non ſanat, 
ignis ſanat, quod ignis non ſanat immedicabile vulnus: 
* What gentle Medicinal Applications cannot heal, 
* Iron may, (he means Launcing;) what Iron can- 
“ not heal, Fire may, (viz. Cauterixing;) what Fire 


(cannot heal, Nothing can, (the Wound is Incurable.) 


It ſuits well our preſent Purpoſe : If the ſweet healing 
Recipes of Divine Mercy cannot work upon us, 
poſſibly Affliction ( whereof Iron is a fit Emblem) 


may; if Judgments and Miſeries cannot move us, 


* Quint. Curt. 
lib. 8, cap. 2. 


probably to be Sing d or Cauteriz d a little with ſome 
ſeaſonable Flaſhes, or Memento of that Eternal Fire, 
may rouze us: but if neither this, if Vengeance can- 


not allure us, nor Judgment affright us, nor Damna- 


tion it ſelf reſcue us from Ruine and Damnation, but 
like him, in the * Hiſtorian, after his murthering of 
Clytus, we are, Obſtinati ad moriendum, reſolved to 
Periſh, my Sermon is done; for we are incurable, 
irrefragable Impenitents. But I hope in God, Here are 
no ſuch ſincere Platonick Lovers of Damnation, that, 


like ſome ſturdy Malefactors, will not accept of a 


Reprieve, but ſay, implicitly at leaſt, with that bold 
Deſperato, Nolumus Salvari, We will not be Saved: 
And I could wiſh that this Diſcourſe were altogether 
impertinent in this Place. However it be,let no Devout 
Chriſtian who Hears me this Day, with Felix, tremble 
at this Judgment to come, nor concern himſelf = 
what 


. B 
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what I have to ſay hereon, otherwiſe, than to lift up 
his Heart to Heaven, and bleſs God, that good God, 
who hath ſent down a Saviour out of his Boſom, 


even Jeſus who died for us, and (by his Death) 
hath delivered us from the wrath to come. 


Theſe Things premis'd ; Let us now on, in the 
Name of God. But ſtay a little, and I ſhall but 
curſorily ſalute our Modern Atheiſts, and ſend them 
back to the Pagans, to be School'd in better and 
Saving Rudiments, who disbelieve, rather would fain 
disbelieve, ſtifle in themſelves the Thoughts of an 
Immortal State of Souls. Sad! but not ſtrange, that 
E7] Chriſtendom ſhould (now a days) teem with ſuch 

= Monſters, who put far from them the Evil Day, ſug- 
geſting, that theſe Judgments both are, and likewiſe 
will be future {till : For, if truly apprehended, and 
according to their juſt Weight and Emphaſis, would 
force them, in the Phraſe, but not the Caſe of Davzd, 
to roar out, for the very diſquietneſs of their Souls. 
] Preach now to Chriſtians, at leaſt, ſuch who would be 
accounted fo, and are ready to profeſs the Scripture to 
be of Divine Inſpiration ; whence 'twill be no difficult 
Task to convince Them of the Truth of theſe Ever- 
laſting Pains. For will they believe it, if a Prophet 

ſhould aſſure them? They may read it in the chieſeſt 
Prophets, Moſes, David, and Iſaiah ; That a Fire is Deut 32. 22. 
kindled in bis anger, and ſhall burn down to the loweſt 
Hell: That upon the Wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, Fire Plal. 11. 6. 
and Brimſtone, Storm and Tempeſt, and that this ſhall 
be their portion for ever: That Tophet is ordained of old, Wai. 39. 33. 
made f = and large, the Pile thereof Fire and mach 

Mood; and tie Breath of” the Lord, like a ſtream of 
1 doth kindle it. Will they believe it from 


B One 


Sk at 34. 


Ws. a 44 


* 


inne 


Luke 3. 19. 


Jude 7. 15. 


2 Theſ. Ie 7 
8, 9. 


One that was more than a Prophet? They may from 
St. John Baptiſt, who hath told us, That the Chaf 
God will burn up with Fire unquenchable, Will they be- 
lieve, if an Apoſtle hath recorded it? St. Jude hath, 
and calld it the Vengeance of Eternal Fire, and the 
Blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. Will they believe it from 
an Apoſtle who was once rapt up into the third 
heavens, and there heard, gr pare, unſpeakable 
words, as, by a pretty ſeeming contradiction, he calls 
them ? St. Paul hath related it too, That the Lord 
Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, with his mighty 
Angels, in flaming Fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 


_ Chriſt : who ſhall be puniſÞ'd with everlaſting deſtruction 


Mark 9. 


from the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power. Will they believe it from the Mouth of Chriſt 


Himſelf 2 He repeats it no leſs than thrice in one Chap- 
ter, Where their Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not 
quenched : and hath told us in another, That he ſhall 


Mat.13-41,42. ſend forth his Angels, who ſhall gather out of his kingdom 


all things that offend, and them which do iniquity ; and 


ſhall caſt them into a furnace of Fire : there ſhall be weep- 


ing, and gnaſhing of teeth, But if they will not believe 
Moſes, nor the Prophets, nor the Apoſtles, nor Chriſt 
Himſelf ; What ſhall Iſay? Father Abrahams Divinity 
hath already prejudg'd ſuch Perſons, That neither will 
they be perſuaded, though one ſhould riſe from the dead, 
and Preach it unto them : Nothing remains, but to 
aſſign them to their laſt and Dying Pangs, which 
will, without all peradventure, deliver them over unto 
the endurance of theſe Endleſs and Inutterable ones. 
Which being own'd by us all, as the Tenour of the 
Scripture, and the Univerſal, Conſtant Tradition of 
the Church of God, handed down to us in the 

- Apoſiles 
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Apoſtles Creed, and more plainly deſcanted on in that 
aſcribd to St. Athanaſius, They that have done Good, 
ſhall go into Life Everlaſting ; and they that have done 
Evil, into Everlaſting Fire : we have nothing more 
to do, but to ſhow, That theſe Torments are really 
as formidable as they appear, and ſuch as wherewith 
the moſt Generous and Valiant Sinner cannot pretend 
ro meet and grapple. However, there have been 
ſome, who have fram'd to themſelves eaſie and falſe 
Characters of theſe Helliſh Inflictions; have not only 
whiſper d them in private, but made them the Argu- 
ment of Books; magiſterially diſputed them as ſober 
Truths, and Maxims of Divinity. For thus have we 
been ſolemnly and gravely inſtructed, in our own 
Language, by the Author of that late monſtrous 
Leviathan, That the Pains of Hell are nothing elſe but 
the Luxuries of Earth, the Drudgeries of getring Chil- 
dren, and living over that Age again which prophane 
Men would live for ever. If it be fo; Who will 
henceforth be afraid of Sin, if it Puniſhes only by 
inflicting Pleaſure 2 We can dwell with the Conſuming 
Fire well enough, and peacefully cohabit with Ever- 
laſting Burnings, if the Flames be only thoſe of Luſt 
and Deſire. Why ſhould then the Oldeſt Sinner, the 
moſt Profligate and Debauched Wretch, dread the 
approach of his Death, how ſudden ſoever, the ſooner 


the better, when it ſhall only tranſmit him into a freſh, 


renewed Enjoyment of his former Amours, his old 


Peccadillo's > A Bold Aſſertion this, and no leſs Untrue, 


(to ſay no worſe of it) as contrary to that two-fold 
Notion of theſe Puniſhments which the Text exhibits to 
us, of a Lake burning with Fire and Brimſtone, and the 
Second Death : Which will appear by a ſeparate and 
diſtinct, and then a complex Conſideration ol —_— | 

* 0 


Jude, vrr. 7. 


To begin with the Firſt, 4 Lake burning with Fire 
and Brimſtone ; where the Apoſtle manifeſtly refers to 
the Judgment of God upon Sodom and Gomorrha, when 
He rain'd upon them Fire from Heaven, which de- 
ſtroy'd their Cities, and turn'd the Situation of them 
into a Lake full of filthy, bituminous Stuff, occaſion'd 
through their Burnings, calld Lacus Aſphaltites, an 
Everlaſting Monument of their Sin and Judgment ; 
according to that of St. Jude, Even as Sodom. and 
Gomorrha, and the Cities about them, are ſet forth for 
an Example, ſuffering the vengeance of Eternal Fire, 
Nay, St. Auſtin, from Joſephus, writes, That the Air 
thereof is ſo infectious, that no Creature can live in 
it; that if a Bird flies in it, it preſently falls and dies; 
that if you do but touch the Apples, and other Fruit, 
how lovely ſoever they ſeem to the Eye, forthwith 


moulder to Cinders and Aſhes : And this the Apoſtle 


here mentions as an Inſtance of Divine Vengeance, 
and an Emblem, though an imperfe& one, of that 
Eternal Fire. | 5 

We proceed to the Second Death, which relates to ſome 


Firſt Death, vz. the Separation of the Soul from the 


Matth. 26. 24. 


"iti chap. 18. Go 


Body, at its Departure out of the World ; but infinitely 
tranſcends it, and imports much more, vz. the Sepa- 
ration of Soul and Body from God, with Endleſs Tor- 
ments in another World. Let no Pert Diſputer hence 
argue an Annihilation, or utter Deſtruction ; when, 
to warrant this Notion of the Second Death, they can- 
not produce one Scripture. On the contrary, Our 
Saviour's words intimate, That the Condition, which, 
in God's Decree, awaits Judas, and every wicked Man, 
is far more dreadful, ſaying, That 'twould be good for 
that Man, if he had never ; born; and, That as 
better to have a Mill.ſtone hanged about his Neck, and 
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caſt into the Sea: which could not be aſſerted of them, 
if only annihilated. Nor can we think that God, who 
is infinitely Juſt, as well as Merciful, ſhould thus 
befriend Ungrateful Wretches ; thoſe, I mean, who 
are the Devils Martyrs, whoſe Impiet ies coſt them 
dear in this Life, as exquiſitely cruciated many Years 
upon the Rack of Stone and Strangury, the Diſeaſes 
which their Sins have hurry'd on them ; to ſuch cer- 
tainly 'twould be very grateful, if, after all, they par- 
took of no Good, ſo they might but reſt from the 
feartul Tortures and Labours of their former Lives. 
But we have quite different Accounts of this Second 
Death propos d to us, both in Holy and Eccleſiaſtical | 
Scriptures : St. Paul faith, tis an Everlaſting De- 2 Theſ. 1. 9. 
Hruction : and St. John, He that hateth his Brother, 1 Ich 3. 14. 
abideth in death. What we have tranſlated, Their | 
Beauty ſhall conſume away; the Chaldee Paraphraſe ren- 

ders, Corpora eorum veteraſceut in gehenna, Their Bodies 

ſhall wax old in Hell: Death, faith the Prophet. 
gnaweth upon them; as the Cattle paſtures upon the Plal. 49. 14. 
Graſs, but conſumes it not, becauſe ever growing freſh 

and green again; thus will that Eternal Death feed 

on Sinners, but never end them : Hence St. Bernard 

terms it, An Immortal Death ; Gregory the Great, 

A Living Death, and a Dead Life; A Death without Greg. Mora. 
Death, and an End without End; A Death that ſhall #% 9. cp. 49. 
ever Live, and an End that ſhall ever Begin. Death 

which is here inflicted on us, takes away, with our 

Lives, the Senſe and Pains of Dying, fo that we feel 

not the utmoſt Rigours of it ; but this keeps the 

Senſes perpetually Dying, and yet perpetually Living 

in the Pains and Agonies of Dying: And therefore : 
faith St. Auſtin, What Death can be imagin d worſe or 5 11 " 75 
greater than that which Dies not ? _ 


Theſe 
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| Theſe Phraſes having been thus diſtinctly conſiders, WM 
now complex d and join'd together, afford us a Proſpect 
of thoſe hideous Torments, whereto God at that 
Great Day will Adjudge all harden d Sinners; Tor- 


. . no 
ments which we cannot expreſs, nor ſo much as frame F: 
a due conception of them in our Minds. How. W 
ever, as God ſhall enable us, well venture to proceed; of 


and, for the love of Method, diſtinguiſh them, with 

the School-men, into Pænas Damn: & Senſus, The Be 
Puniſhments of Loſs, and of Senſe. —_ 

1. The Penalties of Loſs are moſt bitter, and p. 

not to be expreſs d; ſo that Some have be 

* Chr,ſoft. in Metth. 25. diſputed them far-tranſcending thoſe of 

Zain. one,: þ: 824: Senſe, and not unreaſonably argued Exclu - w 
. QoBec3v Su vo Ivy Fn ſion out of Heaven, and Perpetual Forfeiture | o 


272 is, 1a tits : of God's Preſence, to be far more poignant WW i! 
30s, neon 3 weve es than their Confinement to Hell, and Sub- 
ume), I © apple: jection to Tormenting Fiends. But, with- 
+. og 50 1 , Y 0 out doubt, their Loſſes are highly con- e 
ney, 4397 fiderable,when defpoil'd of every thing which 

might adminiſter the leaſt drachm of Com- 

fort, denuded of all thoſe Outward, Comforts which 

render their Beings grateful to them in this World; 
their Riches, Honours and Pleaſures have no place 

there ; no gallant Walks, nor odoriferous Flowers ; 

no ſoft Beds, nor eaſie Couches, no well-ſpread 

Tables, nor ſeveral Courſes, nor themſelves punQually 

Obſerved, and Attended : The Rich Man there fareth 

Luke 16. 9, not deliciouſly every day, nor hath he on his purple and 

fine linen: He who but now was wont to drink Wine 

in Bowls, or Cups of Cryſtal, to eat in Silver, to be 

_ cloathed with Silks, and curious Veſtments, is now 

—v#r.24. devolv'd to that pitiful ſtrait, as to beg a little cola 

Water, not in Cups of Gold or Cryſtal,” but — 

thy 
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3 filthy and loathſom Fingers of a Leper. Who can 


read, and not be affected with the Poverty of Holy 
Jol, who was erewhile a Prince and Great Man, but Job 2. 8. 
no debas'd to lie upon a Dung-hi/, deveſted of all but 
a piece of a broken por, wherewith to ſcrape away the 
= Worms and Putrefaction from his Sores > But even 
ol this ſhall the Damned be deſtitute, who would 
tale it for a great Regalo to have a Dung-hill for their 
© Bed, inſtead of the burning Coals of that Eternal Fire; 
bor ſhall they be Maſters ſo much as of a pitiful 


7 Potſherd wherein to contain a little Water, if it might 
be allow'd them: for to this may we refer that of the 
Prophet, There ſhall not remain to them a ſhred to take Thi. 30. 14. 
= | water withal out of the pit. What will become then 

ol their Riches ? what of their Vain glory? what of 
their Beauty ? what of their coſtly and gorgeous 
Changes of Apparel, to ſet it off > A Meditation, 
E | wherewith (methinks) ſuch who are apt to be 
enamour'd with theſe Vanities, ſhould be wrought 
upon to relent, lay their hands upon their hearts, and 
cry out, What do I mean? For hereto had a good 
® | devout Man * his laſt recourſe, and with it prevail'd oy ner _ 

4 2 gallant You ng Gentleman, Active, and Well-f: avour'd, on 3 
by ſuggeſting to him, what pity it was that a Face ſo can, in hs 
Beauteous, a Mien ſo Brave, a Perſonage ſo Comely, _—_ = 
as his appear'd to be, ſhould ever burn in Hell! And ginis Edita 
do not doubt, but that to this good Purpoſe it might Pei 
be as effetual with Others, to think, every Morning? 
they view their Faces in a Glaſs, what pity it is, that, 
how Beautiful ſoever, they ſhould be one day made 
the Fuel of Eternal Fire, and burn without End ! 

But what will be moſt Tormenting, and pinch vs 

hard, will be the loſs of God, and Heaven ; for if 
Old Eli fell back from his Seat, and died, to hear that 


the 
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Chryſoſt. in 
Matth. 25. 


the Ark of God was gone, which was but an Out ward N 
Sign of his Preſence ; How then will they be ſur- WM 


rounded with, Amazements, when experiencing that 


G OD Himſelf is gone, and with Him, all the Title E 
which they could pretend to His Preſence ! Where. 


fore ſays St. Chryſoſtom, A moſt Intolerable Thing 


is Hell, moſt Horrible are the Pains of it; yet it 
One ſhould preſent a Thouſand Hells before me, 


nothing could be fo grievous, as to be baniſh'4 


* from God, hated by Chriſt, and hear from Him | b 
© thoſe dreadful words, Depart from me, I know you not, 


And this he farther calls, A very Hell in Hell, which 5 


* the Ungodly fetch even from Heaven, whilſt they W 
look up to God, whom e'rewhile they ſlighted, and 
© have now loſt, and to the glorify d Saints whom here 


© they deſpiſed, and, it may be, perſecuted. ' Hence 


proceeds that gnaſping of teeth, foretold by Our Saviour; 
that worm of Conſcience, ſo often propos d to us as a 
very fearful Torment, gnawing and devouring their 


Hearts with raging, deſperate, and now unprofitable 


Grief, ever prompting them with theſe or the like 


Reſentments: 


Time was, when Heaven was as fairly attainable by 
me, as any other; the Crown was held out to me; 


had I run well, I might have reach'd it. But, Alas 


Wretch as I am, who have miſpent thoſe golden 
Hours, which, if well improv'd, might have ſecurd 
mine Eternal Welfare! Precious Time, whither art 


thou fled 2 I had once enough, and now muſt have 
no more; I had ſo much, I knew not how to diſpoſe 
it, was fain to deviſe Paſtimes, to Play it away, to 


Trifle it away, to Sin it away: Had I devoted but 


ſome little part of it to the Service of God, it might 
then have been happy for me; I might have been 
| ; amongſt 
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before the LO R D-M AY OR. 13 
amongſt yonder bleſſed Spirits, who am tormented 
with accurſed Fiends. But, Alas! now too late; my 
Glaſs is run, my Days are cut off, and fain would I have 
= more, but cannot. Oh, that J had but one of thoſe 
K7 Years to live over again! that God would return me 
into the World, to try me once more] how ſpeedily 
E&7 would lIRepent 2 how zealouſly would I Pray 2 how 
2 greedily would 1 attend all the Means of Salvation, 
which I have often and ungratefully ſpurn d at? For, 
EF how oft did holy Men inſtruct and urge me to eſcape 
this Place : how did they intreat me? how did their 
Bowels yern over me? ready to fall upon their Knees 
and beg my Attention to their Meſſage ? but all in 
voain; ! ſtifled their Convictions, and caſt their Words 
behind me: They cry'd aloud, and ſpar'd not, in the 
= Name and Words of God, How long, ye fools, will ye Prov. 1. 22. 
love femplicity > How long will it be, e re ye be made 
= clean, and holy, and will ſin no more? And my 
=] Heart, or at leaſt my Practice, anſwer'd, Never. And 
nov, that roar out in the anguiſh of my Soul, How 
long, long, will it be e're I be eaſed of my Torments ? 
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what a juſt Anſwer do I receive, Never, Never. = 

How paſlionately will theſe Suggeſtions tranſport | 
them with Indignation, launcing their Souls with _ , 
continual Grief 2 inſomuch, that Some have thought, _— 
there is no Local Hell, nor any other Damnation, 9 
than what ariſeth from the Sting of a Guilty Con- i 
{cience. Indeed, if the very Imaginations of Some 0 


have been ſo mighty, as to have kill'd them outright *, * Marcell. Don. 
which (if neceſſary ) might be manifeſted in ſeveral 2 | 
Inſtances, how then will the Apprehenſion of a | 
Real, Helpleſs Miſery, torment ! However, I cannot 
be induc'd to believe no other Hell; and do aſſure 


my ſelf, and you, there are other Puniſhments of 
C Senſe 


A SERMON Preachd 


Iſai. 24s 3. 


Pſal. 59. 14. 


Senſe (beſides thoſe of Loſs) which do await the 
Damned in Hell: And, to conſider theſe, I now 
proceed. 
And in theſe ſhall all the Members of our Body 
deſervedly ſhare: That Body, which could not abide 
Heat, or Cold, an ill Smell, or a loathſome Sight, 


how muſt it then endure ? little will thoſe Flames 


regard its Comelineſs and Beauty, little will they pity 
its Tenderneſs and Delicateneſs. 
Thoſe Ears, which were wont to be delighted with 
laſcivious Songs, ſhall there be deafn'd with the dread- 
ful and amazing Noiſes of Thunders and Roarings, of 
Clamours and Groans, of Shrieks and Yellings, as of 
children frying in the Valley of Hinnom. | 
Thoſe Noſtrils, formerly pleaſed with Odoriferous 
Scents and Perfumes, ſhall ſuffer Loathſomneſs and 
Stench, which, faith the Prophet Jaiab, ſhall come 
out of their Carkaſſes. | 
That Tongue, which hath been the Inſtrument 
of ſo many ways of Sinning, ſhall there taſte Bitter- 
neſs greater than that of Gall or Wormwood; to 
which ſhall be added an intolerable Thirſt, and Dog- 
like Appetite : For what we render, They ſhall grin 


like a Dog, the Vulgar Latin reads, Famelici ut Canes, 


They ſhall be as hungry as Dogs. 
Their Touching, as it is the moſt extended Senſe of 
all the reſt, ſo ſhall it moſt univerſally, as exquiſitely, 
be tormented in that Myſterious Fire, which ever con- 
ſumes, but never ends: In regard whereof, St. Auſtin 

averrs, this Culinary Fire is but a Painted one. 
Thoſe Eyes, which were wont to feed on curious 
Objects, ſhall there be ſcorch'd with an inſufferable 
Heat, afflicted alſo with horrid and monſtrous Ap- 
paritions; ſo that, as Moſes told the Fews, In the 
Morning 
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before the Lo R D-M AY OR. 


and at Evening they ſhall ſay, Would God it were Morn- 


ing, for the fear of our hearts wherewith we fear, and 


= {or the fight of our eyes which we ſee. Which terrible 


Spectres ſhall attend that nocturnal Horrour and 


fearful Darkneſs of the Place: 7hey ſhall not ſee light, Pſal. 49. 1 


faith David; have not ſo much as a glimpſe of it. 
Darkneſs was one of the Plagues of Agypt ; and 
therefore, as Lyra ſuppoſes, did that Perſonated 


Solomon call it, An Horrible Darkneſs, becauſe of Hr in Exod... 
thoſe horrible Shapes and Phantaſms which accom- ygica, = 


pany'd it, and terrify'd the Agyptians. But what 
ſhall be the greateſt Sore to the Eyes, will be the 
ſight of thoſe poor Souls, whom our Inſtances brought 
on to ſin, roaring and curſing us, as the cauſe of their 
Deſtruction ; thy Luſt betrayed and rifled her weak 
and unguarded Innocence; thy Example made thy 
Servant Confident, to Lye, or to be Perjurd ; thy 
Society brought a third into Intemperance, and the 
diſguiſes of a Beaſt : And now that thou ſeeſt thoſe 
miſerable Creatures drink of the Cup of God's Fury, 
thou may'ſt with horrour expect to ſuck out the 
utmoſt Dregs of that intolerable Potion : Which will 


be yet aggravated by theſe Conſiderations: 


1. By conſidering their Companions, none but 
Devils, and howling Ghoſts. Here, if an Houſe be 


reported to be Haunted with an Evil Spirit, none, or 


tew will venture to inhabit it : There, they will be 
conſtrain'd to dwell with Millions. Here, none 
would willingly converſe with untoward and uncha 


m—_ 


Morning they ſhall ſay, Would God it were Evening; Deut. 28. 67. 


oy 


ritable Perſons ; ſo that Themiſtocles hiring out a pntareb. in 
Farm, commanded the Cryer to Proclaim, That it Vit. Tbemiſt 


had good Neighbours : and yet, at the Price of their 


Souls, Men will venture to purchaſe Hell, which hath 
| "OM ſuch 
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A SERMON Preachd 


2 Theſ. 1. 9. 
Hebr. 10. 31. 


Pial. 2, 9. 


ſuch malicious Gueſts, who will all ſcoff and deride 
him; every petty Devil that meets him, ſhall upbraid 
him with Folly, count him but a Mad-man, for 
coming to that Place which he might have eſcapꝰd: 
Scoff and Deride 2 nay, will Vex and Torture him; and 
how grievouſly, review but the Inſtance of holy Job, 
whom, by God's Leave firſt obtain'd, he render'd, 
from Head to Foot, one perpetuated Sore, fo loathſome 
and infectious, that lying upon a Dung-hill, he 


ſcrap'd away the Worms and Putrefaction from his 


Wounds with a Potſher'd ; ſo lean, that ſcarce as 


much Fleſh remain'd about his Lips wherewith to 
enable him toſpeak and anſwer ; the Night, which uſes 
to be a Refreſhment and Eaſe to the Miſeries of others, 
encreaſed his with Dreams and Viſtons : In brief, his 
own Wife could not abide the Noiſomneſs of his pu- 
trefy'd Body ; and his three Friends who came to 
comfort him, were fo ſurprizd with his Trouble, 


that in ſeven whole Days they durſt not, or could not 


tant Meditation, That if God did thus connive at 
Satan ſo ſeverely treating the Sanctity and Simplicity 
of his own Servant, only to prove it ; how will he 
hereafter let him looſe, to puniſh the Wickedneſs of 
thoſe who ſhall be Condemned to Hell ? 

2. God himſelf ſhall be their Tormentor and Execu- 
tioner of his Fury upon them: They ſhall be puni ſb d, 
faith the Apoſtle, with Everlaſting Deſtruction, from 
the Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power, 
Then ſhall they feel, to their ſorrow, what a fearful 
thing it is to fall into the hands of the Living God, 
who ſhall laugh at their calamity, and mock when 
their fear cometh. For if his Wrath here be kindled 


ſpeak to him. Whence we may deduce this impor- 


but a little, how do we wither before it, as = 
| Grals 


| , before the LoR D-M ay Gn. 17 


bras which is cut down fhrinks before the Sun? 
l foreſee little Time left to inſiſt upon the Puniſhment 
ol Talion: | 

zZ. And therefore ſhall paſs on to the laſt, as well as þ 


= moſt dreadful Aggravation of its Eternity, which 
= Origen ſo much boggld at, as deeming it too hard 
and unreaſonable ; which certainly he could never 
E have imagin'd, had he conſider'd, 'twas the Matter 
ol their own Choice: God ſet Life and Death before 
them, and annex'd Eternity to both; they choſe the 
E latter, and therefore ſhall have it. Beſides, their Sins 
doo offend the Infinite God, defie that infinite Goodneſs, 
love, and Forbearance, which might have ſuffic d to 
© | have led the moſt Impenitent to Repentance : And if 
God had ſufferd em to have livd eternally, they 
= | would have continu'd eternally to provoke Him: 

© What more Juſt, than that their Torments ſhould be 
Eternal too? Eternity! how doth it ſwallow up our 

Thoughts! expreſs it we cannot, cannot ſhow you 
= what it is, but tell you what it is not, by ſuppoſing f 
this whole World to be one vaſt Ocean, and at the g 
= | expiration of every Thouſand Years, a little Bird per- — 
© | mitted to ſip a drop of it; twould be in time; but | 
many Millions of Years muſt paſs, ere this huge Sea | 

could be exhauſted ; and yet might they then, and N 
certainly, expect a period of their Tortures, twould ö 
be ſome Comfort ſtill, though little, God knows. | 
But, Alas! no ; their miſerable Condition will then 
be as freſh to begin, and as long to continue, as at the 
{| firſt moment they were dragg'd into the endurance Reyel. g. 6, j 
of it: Though they ſeek death, (faith St. John) they | 
ſhall not find it; and ſhall defire to die, but death 2 
(hall fee from them. | 
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8 A SERMON Preachd | 
a ] paſs on to the Second Obſervable in my Text, To 4 


conſider the Perſons to whom this miſerable Place is 
allotted ; The Fearful, and Unbelieving, and 4bomi. 
nable, and Murtherers, and Whoremongers, and Idolaters 
and Sorcerers, and all Lyars : The Characters are 
ealie and plain, except the firſt and laſt; and it is 
as plain, they ſhall have their part in the Lake which 
burneth with Fire and Brimſtone. Of the Sorcerers, 
Malach. 3. 3. God hath ſpoken it, That he will ariſe up in judg- „ 


ment, and be a ſwift witneſs againſt them, Of the 
Mark 16. 16. Unbelieving, Chriſt hath ſpoken it, That he who Be... 


lieveth not, ſhall be damned. Of the Whoremongers, 
Prov. 3. 5- Whom God will judge, Solomon hath ſpoken it, That 
the ways of an Whore go down to death, and her path; 
take hold of hell. Of the Idolaters, St. Paul hath © 
ſpoken it, and rank'd them among thoſe Sinners w uo 
1 Cor. 6. 9. ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. Of the Murtherers, & 
1 John. 3. 16. St. 7ohn hath ſpoken it, That no Murtherer hath eternal 
life abiding in him. Of the Abominable, ſuch who are 
addicted to Unnatural Luſts, and pollute themſelves K' ; 
with things not fit to be named, as the Sodomites - 
Jude, ver. 7. did, St. Jude hath ſpoken it, That they ſuffer the 
vengeance of Eternal Fire. There remain only two, 
the Fearful, and the Lyars, which we can pretend to 


queſtion. For the Fearful, they are they, no doubt, 


who fear them that can kill the Body only, and not ; 


Him who can caſt Body and Soul into Hell ; who are 

fearful to confeſs Chriſt, but not fearful to offend Him: 

| ſuch were the Cowardly Gnoſticks, who held it lawful, 

and conſequently made it their practice, to abjure 

Chriſt in Times of Perſecution, Chriſt's own words 

Matth, 10. 33. have prejudg'd them, Whoſoever ſhall deny me before 
Men, him will I deny before my Father which is in 
Heaven. For the Lyars, All Men are ſuch, as _ 

| aſſures 
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WE ſures us; and yet, ſaith St. Paul, God will have all 
Men to be Saved. God forbid, that one or two 
- W officious Lyes ſhould entitle a Man to Hell; nor can 
„they denominate him a Lyar : Without the gates of Rev. 22. 15. 
= Jeruſalem is every one that maketh a Dye; i. e. maketh 
® his trade and buſineſs, is habituated thereto ; Such 
= chiefly, faith that learned Archbiſhop of Cæſarea, who 
tre Hereſiarchs, Broachers of untrue and heterodox 
Opinions, contrary to the Doctrine which they have 
© received : And tis verily believ d, by divers of the 
TE Fathers, That the Torments of ſuch now in Hell are 
| daily encreaſed, through the Numbers of them who 
© have been from time to time corrupted by their 
& | Seditious or Schiſmatical Traditions. 
® Theſe are the grand Crimes, the Mother-Sins, the 
E King-leaders to Deſtruction: Not that other wicked 
® | Perfons are exempt from it; no, not thoſe who make 
ga fair Show before Men, and cannot juſtly be charg'd 
E  vith any notorious Offence, yet if there be Hypocriſy 
zin their Hearts, though ſpun with never fo fair a Web, 
they ſhall have their portion with Hypocrites, in that 
= burning Lake. But theſe of this Black-Guard have a Matth. 22. 15. 
E peculiar Right to this Place; as it was ſaid of Judas, 
© | That he was gone, eis 7 iT Too, to his own proper Acts 1. 25. 
palace, there he muſt have his portion, and he was but 
2 Wanderer till he came thither. Our Saviour calls 
them, Filios Gebennæ, Children of Hell: ſo that, a Matth. 23. 18. 
Father hath not more Right in his Sons, than Hell 
hath in them. And they who are peculiarly ſo, are 
wicked Chriſtians, who repent not whilſt they may, 
but go on to deſpiſe the Grace of God: It ſhall be more 
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha, than for them. For 
ſay the moſt of Sodom's Sin, twas a Sin againſt Nature; 
but thy Impenitence is a Sin againſt Grace, _— an 
| otter 
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Auguſt. de Ciu. 
Det, 4.2 1. C. 12. 


Hebr. 2. Jo 


Applicat. 


hotter Hell, and accordingly ſhall have an higher aw 
meaſure of Judgment. So that St. Auſtin admir'd there 
were not Two Hells, and God had not long ſince 


created a Second, and (if it were poſſible) a more 
Unſufferable one, for that Chriſtian who durſt offeng {I 
his God, after He was Incarnate for his Redemption; 
and in this regard is worſe than the Devils themſelves, * 
for they never ſinn'd againſt that God who ſhed his 
Blood for them, nor pardon d one of their Sins: But 
we do, now that every day He paſſes over many of 
ours. Lord! Fow ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great 
Salvation If we are concern'd in this Black Roll, are 
Fearful, or Unbelieving, or Abominable, or Murtherers, 


or Whoremongers, or Sorcerers, or Idolaters, or Lyars, 
or habituated to any ot her Sin, we cannot avoid it, 


without Repentance, but muſt have our part in 


that Lake which Burneth with Fire aud Brimſtone; 
which is the Second Death. 


Having faid all this, I would fain reſcue this Sermon 
from the common fate, of wounding nothing but the 
Air, for an whole Hour together. If this Immortal 
Death, like a very Scare-crow, becomes too familiar, by 
being convers'd with : If there be any here of that vain 
and unhappy Gallantry, who, in deſpite of all that hath 
been faid, and whatever elſe might be added to aggra- 
vate thoſe Torments, and render them formidable to 
us, will yet Sin on, confute the Checks of Conſcience, 
and Out-brave the Wrath of God, from a Bold and 


Daring Preſumption of its Eaſineſs and Flexibility; 1 


Job 36. 2. 


beſeeh your Patience, whilſt I Expoſtulate a little with 


them; and, as Elihu retorted upon Fob, Suffer me a 


little, that I may ſpeak and ſhew you, what I have farther 
to ſay on God's behalf. 
| Come 
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Come on, you that can abide Hell! how is it, that 
your private Meditations of it do ſo diſquiet and amaze 
your Minds? Dare you retire into your ſelves, and 
can you ſoberly preponderate them with Patience, 
and without any Diſturbance? Dare you entertain 
your Brethren in Iniquity with a ſerious Diſcourſe of 
it ? and can you do this, without baffling your wonted 
Tollity 2 Can you abide this preſent Deſcription of it, 
and not diſtaſt or reproach the Miniſter tor a Mad- 
man, as deſigning to render you ſo mad and deſperate ? 
whereas he intends nothing more than to fave your 


Souls, by forewarning you of the Danger whereto th 


haſten. Poor Man! to hear thy Doom from Chriſt 
hereafter, and to feel the Execution of it, will be a 
buſineſs of another Importance, than to hear it now 
from us. Again; Who art thou that can ſt ſuffer Hell? 
How is it then that thou ſinkeſt under the Sufferance of 
ſmaller Pains, the Gout, the Stone, and perhaps the 
Tooth- ach too ? I have read of One, as proud a Boaſter 
as thy ſelf, glad to ſtoop and eat his words, when the 
Almighty Fehovah did let looſe but a little of his Wrath 
upon him; then he who before had Brav'd it, Who zs 
the Lord, that I ſhould let Tſrael go 2 quickly recover'd 
himſelf, betook him to Complaints and Beſeechings, 
confeſs'd, and cry'd out, I have ſinned; Pray unto the 
Lord for me. And I have known Some, whilſt Strong 
and Healthful, Brisk and Reſolute to defie God's Judg- 
ment, and the Denouncer of it too, deſpiſe him, and 
laugh at that; but when Death appear d in its grim 


formalities, to execute the Sentence upon him, which 
was denounc'd againſt the barren Fig-tree, Cut him 


down, why cumbers he the ground > Lord! what diffe- 
rent Eſtimates hath he now of thoſe things, which 
change his Countenance and Expreſſions too? For, 

0 with 
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A SERMON Preachd 


Iſai. 48. 22. 


Uſes. 


ILevit. 25. 30. 


with that Young Man in St. Gregory, he roars out, 


Inducias vel ad mane, Let me alone this one day, till 


I appeal ſome holy Man to reſcue me from this 
Curled Place, to adminiſter Peace and Comfort to m 


periſhing Soul. But, There is no peace, ſaith my God, to 


the Wicked. That there may be to us, at our Deaths, 
when we moſt need it; Let us make theſe Two good 
Us Es of what hath been ſaid, with which I ſhall diſmiſs 
your Patience, too much already treſpaſs'd on. 


1. Let us be ſincerely Thankful unto God, that He 
hath not yet precipitated us, who have deſerv'd the 


utmoſt of his Wrath, into the Endurance of it. How. 
many poor Creatures are there now in Hell, ſent thither 


for one or two deadly Sins, and we are ſtill conniv'd: 
at, notwithſtanding our innumerable ones? Bleſſed: 
God | what is there in us, more than in them, to 
invite Mercy; that He ſhould vouchſafe us, what He 
would not allow them, Means and Opportunities of 
Repentance ? which Long-ſuffering of His, who thus 
waits to be Gracious to us, doth. at once oblige our 
Obedience and Thankſulneſs. 

2. Let us husband the ſhort Time of our Life which 
yet remains, to our beſt Advantage, to ſecure us from 
the Danger of theſe Eternal Flames : Let us imagine, 
to this purpoſe, what a Damned Soul, now in Hell; 
would give for one Week, after ſo many which he hath. 


miſpent, to work himſelf out of it. With what Seve- 


rities and Selt-denials would he treat his Body? with 
what Watchings and Faſtings? but cannot obtain a 
Minute. We then, who do live and have Time, let 
us not loſe that which imports us ſo much, and which 
once loſt, can never be recover d. Amongſt the Fews, 
under the Levitical Occonomy, twas Enacted, That. 


it 
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before the L OR D-MAVY OR. 23 
if a Man did {ell an Houſe in a City, he might redeem 

it within a Year ; but if not redeem'd at* the expira- 

tion thereof, it ſhould be eſtabliſh'd to the Buyer, 
throughout his Generations. What means this, faith 
Eranatenſis, but that thoſe Houſes, and many Man- 
* flons, prepared for us in that Hevenly City, that 
* Feruſalem which is above, which we ſquander away 
“for a few Sins, we may retrieve within the Year of 
e our Life; but this tranſacted, we cannot. Let us 
therefore, whilſt tis calf d to day, hear his voice; who 
knows but the ext may hurry us headlong into that 
great Deſtruction, unleſs we devote this to the happy 
Exerciſes of Repenting, Returning unto God, and be- 
ing Reconcil'd to Him. Oh, who ſhall give Water Bernard. germ: 
4 unto mine Head, and Fountains of Tears to mine 16. in Cant. 
Eyes, that | may. prevent Weeping by Weeping ! 

was the Exclamation of devout St. Bernard. This 
was the Practice of the Primitive Penitents, at this 

Holy Time, lying under the Cenſures of the Church, 

To appear in all the Ceremonies of Mourners, in a 

ſordid and ſqualid Garment, with a Countenance 
dejected, and an Head hung down, ſighing, ſobbing, 

and weeping unto God day and night, falling down 

before the Prieſts, and ſending Mellages to all good 
Chriſtians to Pray for them : Then might you have 
ſeen them rent and torn, ſtript and naked, the Hair 
| neglected, the Eyes hollow, the Body withered, the 
Peet bare, and the Knees of Horn; (as Nazianzen 
ſpeaks) and all to prevent their Everlaſting Penance : 
They reckon'd, as we ſhould do, that if they-humbled 
themſelves, God would lift them up; that the lower 
they lay by Reventance, the more God would exalt 
them. However theſe Cenſures are ſuſpended, it 
concerns us to tranſcribe their ſincere. Penitence, and: 

| to 
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Second Death ſhall have no power. We havea Jeſus who 
ſhed his Blood for us, by whoſe gracious Intervention 


deliver d from that Eternity of Torments, which origi- 


610 . & nally were prepared not for Men, but for the Devil 


Theopbyl. in 

gave His only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth i in 
Him, ſhould not periſh, but have - Everlaſting Life 
rn, Of which this may aſſure us, That Hell, — 
| ork 25 it is, in the Center of the Earth, or elſewhere, mult needs 


* „ u be far leſs than Heaven. For our own ſakes, let us 


Hafoal , 2 not 
Tal. & 


a Chryſoſt ſations in this World holy and ri gbteous before Him, that 
| ibid, in the next we may be derbe amongſt all his Angels 
' and Saints, into that bleſſed Kingdom Prepared for us, 
ot the Foundation of the World. _ 
Unto which, 6 0 D, who: anal "us To 17, of His 
Infinite Merey, bring as all, for His ſake who hath 
purchas'd it for us, even Jeſus Chrift Our Lord: 


Jo whom, with the Father, . the Holy 
135 Three Berſons, aud One God, be #4 
| dus, and the. whole World, the Kingdom, and 
LL the Power, and the Glory, — eee 
: Amen. _ 4: fs 2 3 N 


to skrew up our Souls to as high degree of it = K 
can. If we thus do, happy are we, for over usthe We 


(if our Lives be agreeable to the Senſe thereof) we are 


. and his Angels: For, God ſo. loved the World, that he 


provoke God to enlarge it 5 but Have our Conver® WW 
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